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Logan Simpson Design (Continued)

period. Subsequent, limited use of this area as a cemetery occurred
during the Classic period.

In total, 171 features were identified and 82 features were tested
or completely excavated during the 2005 to 2006 fieldwork. Ten of
the investigated loci are attributed to Colonial and Sedentary period
use, based on recovered diagnostic ceramics. Two loci, however,
were used as Classic-period burial areas. One of these areas
represents a formal cemetery with 4 parallel, east-west-oriented
inhumations and a nearby pit cremation, along with an intensively
used adjoining extramural activity area and an additional
inhumation. A second burial locus contained only one inhumation.
The dispersed pre-Classic period loci consist of a diversity of feature
types include 3 pit houses, 7 ramada-like structures and/or use-
surfaces, 151 thermal-, storage-, and borrow pits, 2 relict lateral
canals, and 1 historic canal. The informal construction of the pit
houses and ramada-like structures, the generally sparse artifacts, and
the lack of substantial trash deposits encountered within each of pre-
Classic loci suggest that these areas were used seasonally rather than
for year-round residential occupation. Given the absence of
substantial habitation features in the extensively investigated
southwestern portion of the site, large portions of the historically
mapped site boundary of Pueblo del Rio appear to represent the
settlement's proximate irrigated agricultural fields, around which
seasonal field houses, ramadas, windbreaks, and other structures
were constructed and various ephemeral activities were undertaken.
The use of the southwestern portion of the site as a cemetery during
the Classic period, additionally, suggests that the area remained
peripheral to subsequent residential occupation of the settlement
occurring elsewhere within the site.

Now available - LSD Technical Report in Prehistory No. 1

The Willow Lake Site: Archaeological Investigations in Willow &
Watson Lakes Park, Prescott, Arizona, edited by Robert B. Neily. This
publication provides the most recent and comprehensive data about
Prescott phase archaeology in the Prescott region. The single volume
(519 pages with color photographs and figures) includes the results
of data recovery investigations at the Willow Lake site and testing
at five other sites within the park. For order and pricing information,
please send an email to <rneily@lsdaz.com> or
<scourtright@lsdaz.com>.

-Scott Courtright

STATISTICAL RESEARCH, INC.

Joint Courts Complex (JCC) Archaeological Data Recovery Project

Pima County plans to build a new justice courts facility in
downtown Tucson for use by Pima County and the City of Tucson. The
facility will occupy a 4.2-acre parcel near the northeast corner of Stone
Avenue and Alameda Street.

The project area includes most of the land that was used as
Tucson’s National Cemetery. Abandoned long ago, it was the first
cemetery established in Tucson after southern Arizona became a part of
the United States. An estimated 1,800-2,000 people died in Tucson
during the period the cemetery was used, but it is unknown how many
of these individuals were buried in the cemetery’s two sections. A
small, walled section was used by the U.S. Army from 1862 until 1881.

A much larger and separately walled section was used by the primarily
Hispanic population of Tucson from the early 1860s until 1875. Most
of the military burials were removed from the National Cemetery in
1884, but apparently only a small portion of the civilian burials were
ever removed. Residential and commercial development after 1890
destroyed all surface traces of the cemetery, but historical research and
several accidental discoveries of human remains over the years suggest
that many graves are still intact below ground. Most of the homes and
businesses built shortly after the cemetery was abandoned are now
gone, but many probably also survive as archaeological features, which
could include foundations, privy pits, trash pits, and wells.

The county contracted with Statistical Research, Inc. (SRI),
Tucson, Arizona, to conduct the background research for the project.
This culminated in two reports, one on the general history of the project
area and one detailing the history of the cemetery. Both reports can be
downloaded from the project website, <www.pima.gov/JointCourts>.
SRI was also awarded the contract to conduct a 100-percent excavation
of the project area. Archaeological excavations at the JCC project area
began on November 6, 2006. The field excavations have been designed
to meet the goals of respectful treatment of the burials from the
cemetery, the collection of data important to the understanding of
Tucson’s early history, and maintaining the county’s construction
schedule for the combined courts complex. Mechanical equipment,
including backhoes and skiploaders, is being used fo remove the
disturbed layers of soil from the surface of the project area. These soils
are screened through a power screen and the materials remaining after
screening are examined for artifacts by archaeologists. Once intact
archaeological features, such as house foundations, wells and privies,
grave shafts, etc., are encountered, the mechanical excavation is halted,
the locations of the features are mapped, and archaeologists excavate
the features by hand. Soils from the hand excavations are also screened
by hand.

As of January 31, 2007, 24 percent of the project area has been
stripped to the level of the burials, and 83 burials have been identified
and removed. Among the non-cemetery archaeological features
discovered in the southern excavation area were the concrete
foundations of an auto dealership that was built between 1930 and 1946
at the northwest corner of Alameda and Grossetta Streets, and the intact
foundations of two houses that were built along Alameda Street
sometime prior to 1901, according to Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.
These were probably two of the original houses built in the project area
after the cemetery was abandoned and the area was subdivided into lots
in 1890. One foundation was constructed of basalt rubble laid in a
trench, while the other was built on an adobe foundation. This
foundation was discovered by the archaeologists to be largely intact,
and showed evidence of multiple repair episodes, using both basalt
rubble and concrete to reinforce areas where the adobe was obviously
failing. Other non-burial features have included trash deposits, privy
pits, other foundation remnants, and two basements that were not
marked on the Sanborn maps.

The project website will be updated monthly with progress reports,
photos, and maps. The fieldwork is scheduled to be completed by early
November 2007, with analysis and report preparation to be completed
by November 2010.

-Marlesa Gray
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DESERT ARCHAEQLOGY, INC.

Parque de Santa Cruz

Recently Desert Archaeology, Inc. conducted excavations to
mitigate the impacts of the Parque de Santa Cruz development along
the Santa Cruz River in southern Tucson. The majority of work was
carried out at three Hohokam-era sites at the northern end of a chain
of settlements associated with the Valencia site, a major ballcourt
village in the Tucson Basin. Excavations focused on two Middle
Rincon phase (ca. A.D. 1000-1100) courtyard groups, an isolated
Late Rincon Phase (ca. A.D. 1100-1150) pithouse, and an unusual
limited-activity site where people appear to have been excavating
and processing caliche to make lime.

Our research efforts are focusing on comparisons between the
two Middle Rincon courtyard groups and others that have been
excavated within the greater Valencia community. Of particular
interest is whether the position of the inhabitants on the far northern
margin of the community indicates social or economic marginality.
We are also investigating the uses of lime in food processing and
construction and any archacological correlates of these activities.

Elsewhere in the project area, several prehistoric and historic
canals were found, including a 7-meter-wide Hohokam canal
containing pottery sherds dating to the interval A.D. 1000-1100; this
is the largest prehistoric canal identified to date in the Santa Cruz
Valley.

A buried surface containing a cluster of hearths and roasting pits
was exposed. One of the hearths has provided a radiocarbon date of
2210+40 BP, falling within the Late Cienega phase (400 B.C.-A.D.
50) of the Early Agricultural period.

-Mike Lindeman and Jonathan Mabry

State Route 260 — Payson to Heber project, Little Green Valley
section

In fall 2006, Desert Archaeology, Inc., completed data recovery
excavations at four sites on Tonto National Forest land, about 12
miles east of Payson as part of the Little Green Valley section of the
Arizona Department of Transportation’s State Route 260 — Payson
to Heber project: Ponderosa Campground (AZ 0:12:19 [ASM]/AR-
03-12-04-1159 [TNF]), Junco Springs (AZ 0:12:87 [ASM}J/AR-03-
12-04-1437 [TNF]); Bonobos Vista (AZ 0:12:88 [ASM}/AR-03-12-
04-1438 [TNF)), and Elks End (AZ 0:12:92 [ASM]/AR-03-12-04-
1162 [TNF)).

Situated on the alluvial slopes below Diamond Rim, Ponderosa
Campground was home to many small occupations from the Late
Archaic/Early Agricultural period through the late prehistoric and
early historic period. The small occupation areas were connected by
a 23-acre scatter of flaked stone, indicating that the area was likely
used for lithic procurement and production. The abundant debitage,
which comprises approximately 70 percent of the collections from
the site, seems to support this interpretation although analyses are
ongoing. The geology and geomorphology suggest that the area was
well watered, and the site boundaries may include fields as well as
residences.

Bonobos Vista is another repeatedly occupied location on a
rocky hilltop. Seven shallow structures were excavated into the
granite. A preliminary assessment of site dates suggests that some
structures were Basketmaker II /Early Agricuitural period and others

probably date to the ceramic period before approximatety A.D. 700.
Some contemporaneity of structures is suggested by two developed
trash concentrations on the site.

Elks End and Junco Springs are two single component sites that
likely date to the Early Agricultural period. At Elks End, two small
round pithouses were excavated into a granite hilltop. A light trash
scatter, five small pits, and one large pit are thought to be
contemporaneous. At Junco Springs, a single pithouse dating
between 370 and 100 B.C. (based on AMS radiocarbon dates, 2
sigma error) was found in association with four small pits, a trash
concentration, and an extramural surface indicated by a windbreak
and activity area.

Although chronological information is preliminary, one of the
most important results of this phase of work is the improvement of
the early portion of the chronology of the sub-Mogollon Rim region.
Although many Early Agricultural and Basketmaker period
projectile points are known from surface finds, the excavation of
residential sites allows investigation of subsistence, settlement, craft
production, and social organization in one of the earliest periods of
sub-Mogollon Rim region occupation.

-Sarah Herr

U.S. 191 -- Wide Ruins Archaeology project

In summer 2006, Desert Archaeology, Inc., conducted Phase 1
and Phase 2 data recovery along approximately 3 miles of U.S. 191
near Wide Ruins, Arizona, in advance of the construction of passing
lanes by the Arizona Department of Transportation. All work was
conducted on Navajo Nation land. The six investigated sites were
organized into three clusters. The southernmost cluster, located
south of Wide Ruins Wash included AZ K:10:28/AZ P-36-81
(ASM/NN), AZ K:10:8/AZ P-36-70 (ASM/NN), and AZ K:10:9/AZ
P-36-122 (ASM/NN). K:10:10/AZ P-36-125 (ASM/NN), located
north of Wide Ruins Wash, is an edge of the Bad Dog Ridge
community, previously reported by Dennis Gilpin and Larry
Benallie. At the northern end of the project area, sites AZ
K:10:12/AZ P-36-115 (ASM/NN) and AZ K:10:13/AZ P-36-116
(ASM/NN) were the deflated remains of past sites or surfaces in an
active sand dune environment. After Phase 1, no further work was
conducted at these northernmost sites. Portions of all sites lie outside
the project area.

The sites on either side of Wide Ruins Wash are the remains of
a long and substantial occupation of the region. The southern cluster
of sites included 14 Basketmaker I period pits at AZ K:10:28/AZ P-
36-81 (400 to 200 B.C, based on AMS radiocarbon dates, 2 sigma
error), a multicomponent site at K:10:9/AZ P-36-122, and a tenth
century occupation at AZ K:10:8/AZ P-36-70 (ASM). Features at
AZ X:10:28/AZ P-36-81 were deeply buried, so only a limited
portion of this area was exposed in plan view. Because sampling was
limited, and because pre-ceramic features were identified in portions
of this site previously tested by Charles Amsden (Navajo National
Archaeology Department), the expectation is that this early
component is extensive. A pre-ceramic period pithouse, a
Basketmaker III pithouse, a 2-room jacal structure, six pits, and an
extramural surface were identified at K:10:9/AZ P-36-122 (ASM).
Later ceramics were recovered from the surface of both AZ
K:10:8/AZ P-36-70 and K:10:9/AZ P-36-122. No later features were
identified during excavations, but masonry structures have been
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recorded just outside the project boundaries. The edge of an early
twentieth century Navajo homesite superimposes the northern edge
of the site.

The most intensive occupation of the project area was at AZ
K:10:8/AZ P-36-70, a tenth century ridge-top settlement. It includes
the remains of three pithouses, one possible pit structure, five jacal
structures, a ramada, 60 pits of various forms, and an extramural
surface, focused around a deep ceremonial structure. The remains of a
trash concentration, all but the margins of which were removed by US
191, was also present.

Excavations at K:10:10/AZ P-36-125 exposed what little remained
of what was once a substantial occupation. However, much of this
occupation was removed by previous construction of US 191 or lies
outside the project area. Work focused on a large, deep, pit structure
that was substantially remodeled at least twice. A small, jacal structure
was located nearby. The contemporaneity of the structures remains to
be assessed. In addition, 23 pits, one trash concentration, and one
extramural surface were recorded.

-Sarah Herr

COMMUNITY NEWS

SWCA ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

SWCA Environmental Consultants is pleased to announce that
Dr. Stephanie M. Whittlesey has joined the Arizona Cultural
Resources program. Trained at the University of Arizona, Stephanie
has been involved with a number of significant archaeological
projects in the Southwest during the course of her 30 years in
cultural resource management archaeology, including the Lower
Verde Archaeological Project for the USDI Bureau of Reclamation,
the University of Arizona Archaeological Field School at
Grasshopper, and the Roosevelt Rural Sites Study, also for
Reclamation. She has pioneered the application of cultural
landscapes in Southwest prehistory and is well versed in ceramic
analysis; studies of domestic organization, ritual and ideology; and
writing for a popular audience. Stephanie was one of the Arizona
Archaeological Council’s founding members, served as president in
1995, and is currently on the Executive Board. Since last year, she
has also been a professional advisor to the Arizona Archaeological
Society Certification Department. Stephanie joins SWCA’s Arizona
program as a Principal Investigator and Senior Project Manager. She
will work out of the Flagstaff office, and can be reached at
928.774.5500 or <swhittlesey@swca.com>.
-Doug Mitchell

DR. STANLEY AHLER

As this issue was going to press, we learned of the passing of Dr.
Stanley Ahler, director of PaleoCultural Research Group of Flagstaff.
Dr. Ahler, expert on the Paleoindian period, Plains villages, and
consummate lithic analyst, will be remembered in the Spring Issue.

-David E. Purcell

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS
L

REGIONAL MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS, ETC.

Mar. 31, 51 Annual Meeting of the Arizona Nevada
2007 Academy of Science, Flagstaff, Arizona. See
below for additional information.

NATIONAL MEETINGS

Mar. 27- 76" Annual Meeting of the American

April 1, Association of Physical Anthropologists,

2007 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. More information is
available from <http://physanth.org>.

April 25-29, 72" Annual Meeting of The Society for

2007 American Archaeology, Austin, Texas. Direct
your browser to <www.saa,org> for more
information.

CONFERENCES

51 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ARIZONA NEVADA
ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona
March 31%, 2007

The theme of this year’s meeting is:
215T CENTURY SCIENCE IN THE SOUTHWESTERN U.S.

For further information, please contact:
Dr. Aregai Tecle, Meeting Organizer
School of Forestry, Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona 86011
(928)-523-6642
<aregai.tecle@nau.edu>

Dr. Florence Slater, Proceedings Editor

Department of Biology, Glendale Community College
6000 W. Olive Avenue, Glendale, AZ 85302

(623)- 845-3619

<f.slater@gcmail.maricopa.edu>

FALL 2007 AAC MEETING
Mesa Southwest Museum, Mesa, Arizona
October 12-13, 2007

For millennia canal irrigation in Arizona has allowed people to
flourish in the low deserts. The extensive Hohokam canal networks
in the Phoenix Basin are world renowned and remain a focus of
research. Recent evidence along the Santa Cruz River shows that
Hohokam predecessors practiced irrigation many centuries earlier.
Across the region, investigations continue to detail how these
systems operated. Eighteen years ago, scholars at the AAC 1988
Canal Symposium in Phoenix brought together current knowledge
of the subject. Since then, numerous projects have documented a
myriad of canals and various analytical techniques have been
developed and applied.
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In the spirit of the earlier meeting, we propose that the 2007 Fall
AAC Conference once again bring the current understanding of
canal technology in southern Arizona to the fore. Researchers are
invited to present their findings, including topics on theory,
methodology, and regional aspects. The meecting will be held at
Mesa Southwest Museum, October 12 and 13. Due dates for
abstracts and papers are forthcoming. For more information, please
contact:

Bruce G. Phillips

Geoarchaeologist and Archaeobotanist

EcoPlan Associates, Inc.

701 W. Southern Ave., Suite 203

Mesa, AZ 85210

(480) 733-6666 x. 170

<bphillips@ecoplanaz.com>

EVENTS

FREE TOURS AND VOLUNTEER EXCAVATION
OPPORTUNITIES AT CAMPBELL AVENUE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

Old Pueblo Archaeology Center is offering free guided tours and
opportunities for volunteers to participate in its scientific excavations
at Tucson’s “CNN Camp Bell” archaeological site at 3883 N. Campbell
Avenue on February 23, 24, and 25, and March 2, 3, and 4, 2007. Tours
will start every hour beginning at 9 a.m. on each date with the last tour
of the day starting at 1 p.m. No reservations are needed to take the tours
but Old Pueblo can accommodate no more than 15 volunteers per day
the excavation so to participate in the dig one must be an Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center member at least 14 years old and must call
520-798-1201 at least two days ahead for dig reservations. The Old
Pueblo annual membership fees are $40 for an individual or $80 for a
household. Please check Old Pueblo’s web site <www.oldpueblo.org>
for details.

-Allen Dart

2007 SOUTHWEST INDJIAN ART FAIR
Arizona State Museum, Tucson
February 24 and 25, 2007

For collectors of top-quality Indian art, Arizona State Museum’s
Southwest Indian Art Fair (SWIAF) means one-stop shopping.
Rather than trekking across the region to seek out your treasures,
200 of the finest artists will be right here in Tucson! There’s
something for everyone, at every possible price range. As always,
visitors will enjoy talking with the artists, learning from Native
experts, watching demonstrations, sampling Native foods, and
listening to musical performances. The fair will be held Saturday,
February 24 from 10 to 5 and Sunday, February 25 from 10-4. Single
day admission is $8 adults, $3 children 12-16 (children 11 and under
free), with Two-day passes available for $12; UA and Pima CC
students may enter for free with school ID. For more information,
visit <www.statemuseum.arizona.edu>.

-Darlene F. Lizarraga

by Doug Mitchell

During my year in 2006 as incoming president, I was able to
work with the Board and president on a variety of issues and help the
AAC in two successful conferences. 2007 will have a similar agenda
as 2006. This year, we once again have a good cross-section of
people and interesting issues to address. The Board includes cultural
resource contractors, government managers, and academics, which
mirrors the composition of the AAC membership. The primary
function of the AAC is to foster communication using the newsletter,
website and list server, Board meetings, and conferences. The AAC
also serves to keep an eye on statewide legislative issues, important
research trends, education, curation, AZSITE, the interaction of
archaeologists and Native Americans, and the interaction between
contractors and academia. This year we will move forward on giving
the newsletter a facelift. We also will continue co-sponsoring the
Arizona Preservation Foundation conference this summer. A
separate conference on prehistoric irrigation canals, has been
proposed for this fall, tentatively scheduled to be held at the Mesa
Southwest Museum. Related to our fall conference, we will continue
to solicit “corporate” sponsorships to assist with conference and
publication costs. During this coming year we will continue to
discuss existing issues and new ones that will undoubtedly arise. We
are looking forward to a new year of working with Arizona’s
professional archaeological community.

AAC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Membership in the Arizona Archaeological Council is open to
any individual who upholds the purpose and goals of the AAC, which
are listed at our website. All memberships are annual, running from
January, through December. Membership benefits include four issues
of the informative AAC Newsletter and the opportunity to attend
Spring and Fall meetings that typically focus on a specific topic of
interest to professional and avocational archaeologists in Arizona.
Membership dues support the bi-annual meetings and the other
activities of the Council.

Membership fees are:

Individual or Institutional: $30

Retired: $20

Joint: $45 (two memberships and ballots, but only one newsletter)
Student: $20

New Student: Free Membership (for 1 year)

5-year Individual: $140 (5% discount)

5-year Joint: $215 (5% discount)

An application for membership can be obtained from the AAC
secretary or can be downloaded from the AAC website at
<www.arizonaarchaeologicalcouncil.org>. Join today!

Note: We plan to publish the AAC Membership list in the Spring
2007 issue of the Newsletter. Please check your membership status
now, and renew before March 15 to be listed. If you have not
renewed, this will be your last issue!
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Northland Research, Inc.
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voice: (928) 525-9820

fax: (928) 525-2013
<dpurceli@infomagic.net>
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John McClelland
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Mason Scott Thompson
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